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Livable Cities - for all



“8 – 80”

Name of  Canadian Organisation 

caring for good quality cities



CITIES FOR ALL

THE MACRO STORY

Overview!



The good old days

Sweden

Japan

Quebec, Canada

ItalyChina



THE CLIENT:

A slow, linear, 

horizontal,

max 5 km/h

walking creature

– with a great

interest in 

OTHER PEOPLE.



20th Century Problem

The two old Planning
Paradigms



1960 -……..

becomes domminating paradigm for Planning

“Modernism” 



From now on we have 

an entirely new 

species:

MODERN MAN



Before: Focus on Spaces



Modernism: Focus on Objects



Modernism:                                                       

A Good bye to Concern for People



1960- …….        Carinvasion

becomes domminating paradigm for Planning



Scene 2: The Automobile arrives!!



The Outcome: The car is King







What was known
about quality for 
people by 1960?
Virtually nothing



Jane Jacobs 
*

1961

”The Death and Life of Great American Cities”

*



1960

The all time low point of City planning

Short story of my life

Graduated as Architect





Arkitekt M.A.A.

Had to go back to Architecture School 
and study 40 more years

Making People visible









21st century
New challenges
A new Planning 

Paradigm



Lively, Liveable City

Walkable City/ Sittable City



Sustainable City

A  good Public Realm is a crucial factor 

for good Public Transportation



New Problem: “The sitting Syndrome”

Healthy City



WHO
(World Health Organization)    

Global Action Plan 

2008 

” – introduce transport policies that 

promote active and safe methods of 

travelling to and from schools and 

workplaces. Such as walking or 

cykling- ”



Already in our cities 20-25% are elderly

Growing number of Elderly People



10.000 steps a day –Keep the doctor away

Doctors advice



WANTED:                          

- Lively, Liveable City                                                           

- Sustainable City                   

- Healthy City

- Good city for the elderly

Looking carefully

after people in    

city planning will

efficiently adress

all 4 issues





CITIES FOR ALL

THE MEDIUM STORY

City Scale



In this City everything will be 

done to invite people to walk

and bicycle as much as 

possible in the course of their 

daily day doings”

CITIES ALL OVER IS DOING THIS NOW



MELBOURNE 1985 …. 



SYDNEY, 2006…… 
(Gehl Architects)





Phot:DOT/NYC

NEW YORK, 2007…….. 



Mayor in Vilnius, Lithuania:  “Do not park in my bike lanes” 

VILNIUS… a good start.



BUCHAREST..….SOON?



Where car is KingMoscow 2012

MOSCOW 2012…..….
(Gehl Architects)



Tverskaya

Main Street,Moscow 

December 2011



“Towards a great city for people”

Gehl Architects, July 2013



Tverskaya, Main Street, Moscow

December 2011                            July 2013









Newest problem: The Moscow Babyboom

Blame it on Humanistic City Planning



Copenhagen, Denmark (1,5 Mio)1962 – 2018:        

From traffic place to People Place 

- 56 years of people first policies!

COPENHAGEN 1962…..







Nyhavn - before……and after 1980





City of Copenhagen

New Strategy  2009
“Best City in the World for People”

• Livability

• Sustainability

• Health

• Social Inclusion

• Democracy  



New Copenhagen Street:      

2 car lanes

Street trees

2 bikelanes

2 sidewalks

-and a good median for

safe streetcrossings

”Old” Copenhagen Street:     

4-5 car lanes

Phase 5:
General improvements 

for pedestrians and 

public life throughout 

the city.

Walk, be safe, enjoy 



Priority for pedestrians and bicyclists:
Sidewalks and bicycle tracks are taken 

across all the smaller side streets

Walk, be safe, enjoy 



-on a citywide network of exellent

bicycle lanes

Bicycling in Copenhagen
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-an efficient, citywide 

transportation system



The Danish Crown Princess is doing it too



Oct 2011: New Danish Government arriving  on 

bicycles at the Palace to be commissioned by 

the Queen.                    No Limousines no more? 



45 års Anniversary

Home

Dinner
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“Bicycling without age”                                 
(Wind in your hair is a human right)



Major problem :                             

Serious congestions -on the bicycle lanes



1. Copenhagen

2. Melbourne

3. Helsinki

4. Tokyo

5. Vienna

6. Zürich

7. Stockholm

8. Munich

9. Sydney

10. Auckland

WORLD’S MOST LIVEABLE CITIES,

MONOCLE 2013





CITIES FOR ALL

THE SMALL STORY
People Scale – City at eye levell

The allimportant details!



First we shape the cities      
-then they shape us 



Piazza Il Campo, Siena, Italy (14th century)

The Finest Urban Space in the World

- a miracle or straightforward common sense?



PROTECTION

COMFORT

•ENJOYMENT



Overview of Quality criterias

-The Pedestrian landscape

Campo in Siena



In conclusion:    
Planning is important
but the key to succes 

lies in looking carefully
after the People Scale



FINE SPACES FOR WALKING
*
EXELLENT SPACES FOR STAYING



Summary of Quality Criteria

Getting along

Getting across

Getting around

Sitting in the city

Hearing & talking in the city

Climate in the city

Looking at the city

The city by night













Sofia, Bulgaria

London



Just look at the Cats!                                      

They will tell you all about quality, scale and 

sense of place

GOOD CITIES FOR ALL?











Always a two-way contact: 

To watch and be watched



Pedestrian traffic weekdays daytime:+40%









APPLYING TO CROSS STREET

- or being respectfully informed 

Sydney, Australia Copenhagen, Denmark

AFTER. Getxo, Bilbao, Spain

BLINKING MAN  AT STREET

CROSSINGS 

BEFORE. Getxo, Bilbao, Spain


